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DEPARTMENT RE-EVALUATES HOME CARE LEVEL ISSUE 
 
SACRAMENTO, CA. – March 27, 2003 – The California Department of Veterans Affairs, 
under the direction of Secretary K. Maurice Johannessen, today announce a restructuring of the 
Barstow Veterans Home healthcare delivery system.   
 
Since its inception in 1996, the Veterans Home at Barstow has served as a Skilled Nursing 
Facility (SNF), Intermediate Care Facility (ICF), and long-term domiciliary home for 
California’s veterans.  The Department, after a lengthy review and analysis of the facility, will 
begin taking steps to restructure the Home to operate as a domiciliary residence and Intermediate 
Care Facility. 
 
The Department will seek from the Department of Health Services (DHS) the suspension of a 
122 SNF bed license at Barstow as soon as possible. A resident relocation plan has already been 
approved by the DHS and will be monitored by the San Bernardino District Office.  A team of 
skilled medical personnel has been organized to begin evaluation of patients and to organize their 
transfer in a timely fashion.  
 
Residents of the Barstow SNF Unit will have the option of relocation to a similar treatment 
facility at either Chula Vista or Yountville.  Combined, the two facilities have sufficient capacity 
to accept the Barstow residents.   
 
The current veterans at Barstow in the domiciliary residence and ICF will remain at the Home.  
The SNF beds will be converted to additional domiciliary units.  Skilled staff at Barstow will 
have the option to voluntarily transfer to other state veteran’s homes.  SNF employees at Barstow 
will be guaranteed employment through October 31, 2003.  
 
Due to it’s geographic location, Barstow has had a continual problem of recruiting and retaining 
an adequate supply of qualified licensed nurses to operate such a demanding level of healthcare 
as is provided at a Skilled Nursing Facility.  After an extensive review and evaluation, the 
Department is taking these steps to reduce the need for skilled nursing staff while still offering 
other services to the remaining residents of Barstow Home.   
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The Department will continue to operate Barstow as a long-term domiciliary facility and ICF, 
which requires a less intense level of medical coverage.  A similar model of long-term care is 
also planned for the new veterans homes to be built at Lancaster and Saticoy.  The new home to 
be built at West Los Angeles will serve as a hub for the three homes, Barstow, Lancaster, and 
Saticoy, providing the higher level of skilled nursing care that may be required by some residents 
of the smaller homes.                                                            
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